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ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION:

· Our "first" Constitution. Written when Revolutionary War was still going on. 
WEAKNESSES OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION:

· Weak national government- no unity among the different states

· No common currency (money) provided

· Each state had one vote regardless of size in population

· No executive or judicial branch

THE MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION:

· Founding Fathers knew they needed to gather together to revise the Articles of Confederation into something that would make the new country more united. They became the "Framers" of the Constitution.

· Important people that were in attendance were George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and James Madison. 

· They met from May-September of 1787 in what is called the Constitutional Convention. Many arguments occurred before the Constitution was written. It was ratified (approved) by the Framers and then in September had been approved by enough states to be put into law. America had a new form of government! 

FEDERAL SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT:  (See Simplified Constitution handout)
· A system that divides governmental powers between national government and state governments. Americans wanted to make sure the government was mainly controlled BY the people. 
SEPARATION OF POWERS;

· Legislative Branch:  (Congress)-makes laws—two house legislature (bicameral)
SENATE ---2 senators per state

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—number of representatives based on population of each state

· Judicial Branch:  (Supreme Court)—determines if laws made by Congress are Constitutional
· Executive Branch:  (President)—carries out laws
CHECKS AND BALANCES:

· These are rules that give each branch of government some power to control the power of the other branches. Checks keep any one branch from gaining too much power, which was a concern for many new Americans.  They feared the government having too much control. 
BILL OF RIGHTS: (See handout given by Mrs. Sartain)

· First 10 amendments (changes) to the Constitution

· Provide a written guarantee of individual rights (ex.  Freedom of speech, freedom of religion)

VOCABULARY 

· amendment, Anti-Federalist, bicameral, Constitution, compromise, delegate, Federalist, framer, ratify  

